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BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL PRESERVE
Collier, Monroe, and Dade Counties, Florida

The proposed action and three alternatives for the general management of Big Cypress National Preserve are
presented in volume 1 of this document, and the environmental consequences of their implementation are analyzed.
Under the proposed action the National Park Service envisions the preserve as a nationally significant ecological
resource — a primitive area where ecological processes are restored and maintained and where cultural sites are
protected from unlawful disturbance. Visitors would have the opportunity to appreciate and learn about the
preserve’s resources in a natural setting. The proposed action would establish a 43-to 49-day general gun season
divided into three quota hunts and one non-quota hunt. Only bow hunting would be permitted in the Deep Lake unit.
No dogs would be permitted in the Deep Lake and Loop units, and only bird dogs and retrievers would be permitted
in the rest of the preserve. Off-road vehicle (ORV) use would be allowed with certain restrictions in all units except
Loop and Deep Lake. The interpretive program would be expanded, and recreational opportunities would be
developed for canoeing, hiking, camping, and picnicking. Two canals would be rehabilitated to restore more natural
surface water flows. Oil and gas exploration and development would be permitted to influence no more than 10
percent of the preserve at any one time. Eleven important resource areas woﬂld be protected, including superior
natural resource areas, areas essential for maintaining water flow and quality, habitat necessary for the survival of
threatened or endangered plant or animal species, and native American cultural sites or important historic or
archeological resources. Wildlife programs would be expanded to protect species listed by the federal and state
governments, and to improve habitat for white-tailed deer. Feral hogs would be managed so long as they are
considered as important prey for the Florida panther. Exotic plants and animals would be selectively controlled. All
sites on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places would be protected, as would significant
native American sites. Miccosukee and Seminole Indians would continue their usual and customary use and
occupancy of federal lands within the preserve, ‘subject to reasonable regulations to be developed with the
assistance of these groups and other interested parties. With respect to environmental consequences, the proposed
action would restore more natural surface water flows to approximately 38,000 acres, would ensure the protection
of important resource areas, and would improve the habitat of the Florida panther. The number of hunters and total
ORV recreational users would probably decrease. More interpretive and recreational opportunities would be provided
for the general public. Proposed actions could inconvenience private property owners. Oil and gas owners, lessees,
and operators could be affected if their proposed oil and gas activities would influence more than 10 percent of the
preserve, potentially delaying additional development. The other alternatives include continuing management policies
as of 1985-86 (status quo alternative), providing regional recreational opportunities (alternative A), and emphasizing
the preservation of both natural and cultural resources and allowing limited recreational opportunities (alternative
B). The status quo alternative would provide the least protection of important resource areas, would have no effect
on existing hunting and ORV use patterns, would provide few interpretive and recreational opportunities for general
visitors, and would result in no additional constraints on oil and gas owners, lessees, or operators. Alternative A
would provide moderate protection of important resource areas; hunters and ORV users would be subject to
moderate restrictions compared to recent management; and general visitors would be offered more recreational and
interpretive opportunities. Actions could inconvenience private property owners. Oil and gas interests under
alternative A could be affected by limiting the influence of exploratory and development activities to no more than
10 percent of the preserve. Alternative B would provide the greatest level of protection for important resource areas,
a potential decrease in hunting by up to 75 percent, a decrease in ORV trails and use of ORVs for hunting, a limited
increase in interpretive and recreational opportunities for general visitors, inconvenience to private property owners,
and severe restrictions on oil and gas interests because of lack of access to most oil and gas resources. Comments
on the Draft General Management Plan / Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and National Park Service
responses, are printed in volume 2.

For further ihformation about this document, contact

Regional Director or Superintendent A
Southeast Regional Office Big Cypress National Preserve
75 Spring Street, SW SR Box 110

Atlanta, GA 30303 Ochopee, FL 33943

(813) 695-2000
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SUMMARY

The Draft General Management Plan / Draft Environmental Impact Statement was available
for public review from August 8, 1989, to March 1, 1990. Approximately 650 copies of the
document were distributed to state and federal officials, the Miccosukee and Seminole tribes,
interested agencies and organizations, and regional public libraries.

- Responses were received from three federal agencies, the Miccosukee and Seminole tribes,
five state agencies, one regional council, one local agency, 25 organizations, and six mineral
interests. Letters and cards were received from 91 individuals, plus approximately 3,000 form
letters and a petition with approximately 1,000 signatures. Comments from agencies, tribes,
organizations, and mineral interests are reprinted in this volume, along with the National Park
Service's responses. Responses are only provided to comments questioning supporting
information or environmental analysis, comments recommending actions beyond the range of
alternatives in the draft plan, or comments requesting clarification of the draft. No response is
given to comments simply expressing preference for the proposed action or any of the
alternative actions.

Letters from the 91 individuals tended to either support the proposed action, alternative B, or
more restrictive actions, with less support for the status quo or alternative A. Most of the letters
from individuals stated a preference for actions within the range of alternatives considered in
the draft plan. Letters from four individuals—Fred Dayhoff, George Fogg, Jan Jacobson, and
Earl Rich—contained information or ideas not directly addressed in the draft plan, and those
letters are reprinted below with the NPS responses. ’

The 3,000 form letters received were in support of the status quo alternative for hunting and
.ORV use. An example of the form letter and the NPS response is included with the comments
of the Blue Ribbon Coalition. The petition with approximately 1,000 signatures requested that
trespass properties be allowed to remain in the preserve, a legal issue not addressed by the

plan. '
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COMMENTS

RESPONSES

Scaretary of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
R.A. Gray BoiMing

September 28, 1989

Mr. Bob Baker, Regional Director
Southeast Regicnal Office
Kational Park Service

75 Spring Street, &w

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: CQultural Resource Assessment Reguest
Draft General Management Plan and
Draft Envirc 1l Impact Stat ’
Big Cypress National Preserve, l1ljer,
Monroe and Dade Counties, Florida
SAI #F18908210264E; Project Flle No. 892155 & B92128

Dear Mr. Baker:

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part 800 {“Protection
of Historic Properties®), we have reviewsd the sbove referenced projects for
possible impact to archacological and historical sites or fxoperties listed, or
eligible for listing, in the Mational ister of Historic places. The authority
for this procedure is the Mat ona storic Preservat. Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), as amended,

We note that the current draft document reflects most of our camments and
reconmendations on the earlier draft., we also rote that the subject document
does not include the 146,000 acres added to the eserve in 1988 - and that area
will be the subject of an addendun to the ) g9 plan. wWe look
forward to participating in the develomment of the historic resource components
of that plan addendum.

With respect to the current document, historic resources are aldressed on the
following peges nLc.?.fm.u-u.u?U.wo.ﬂ-ww.m?nwuu?um-umlmlm.mq.mn.o?.Eu
76,110,123,138,149 (sammary of Proposed Action and Alternatives) , 195~
uumtnw?NH?nnouumo.ﬁ?uwmnuwu.@?%m. and 382-383. Overall the historic
resource information on these pages reflects our earlier January 28, 1988 written
comments, and thoee di at a8 subseq meeting with NPS Denver Service
Center staff representati do have ecme further

1.

The editorial style used in the document is based on The Chicago Manual of
Style.

o~
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COMMENTS RESPONSES
N - Page 29

Mg. Jonathan. Davideon
vage 4
Septomber 20. 1909 :

Ne appreciate the opportunity to comaent on the DEIS and o0k
forward to ceviaw of the tinal documeat. If istance is ne
in preparing the federal consistency de caination as required dy
the Coastal 2one Management Act, plesse contact Lyna Geittin,

Intscgovernmental Coordination Section at the above address ot !

904/498-0130.
Sincezely,
Randall L. Armetrong, Dicectos
Division of Water Management
RULA/ Jmw

oot Phil Rdwards
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