
N
at
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n

al
 P

ar
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Se
rv
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e

U
.S

. D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f t
h

e 
In

te
ri

or

B
ig

 C
yp

re
ss

 N
at

io
n

al
 P

re
se

rv
e

F
lo

ri
da B
ig

 C
yp

re
ss

B
ir

d
s

E
X

P
E

R
IE

N
C

E
 Y

O
U

R
 A

M
E

R
IC

A
!

H
o

w
 Y

o
u

 B
eh

av
e 

C
an

 S
av

e 
D

o
 N

o
t 

Fe
ed

 o
r 

H
ar

as
s 

W
ild

lif
e

Preserve
—

 P
ro

te
ct

—
Enjoy 
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s

N
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n
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D
ate: _______________           T

im
e: ________

        SP  
S 

F 
W

        SP  
S 

F 
W

 
L

ocation:  _____________________________ 
V

U
LTU

R
E
S
 

IB
IS

E
S
, S

P
O

O
N

B
ILLS

, &
 S

TO
R

K
S

W
eather:  ______________________________ 

___Turkey vulture + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___W

hite ibis + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
O

bserver(s): _____________________________ 
___B

lack vulture + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___G

lossy ibis + 
u 

u 
u 

u 
G

R
E
B

E
S
 

___R
oseate spoonbill ? 

u 
u 

u 
u 

___Pied-billed grebe + 
f 

f 
f 

f 
___W

ood stork + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
K

EY: 
___H

orned grebe 
Lo

o
n

s 
SEA

SO
N

 
P
E
LIC

A
N

S
, C

O
R

M
O

R
A

N
TS

, E
TC

... 
___C

om
m

on loon 
SP  

Spring  
(M

arch-M
ay) 

___A
m

erican w
hite pelican 

u 
u 

u 
W

A
TE

R
FO

W
L

S 
Sum

m
er (June-A

ugust) 
___B

row
n pelican 

u 
u 

u 
u 

___Fulvous w
histling-duck 

r 
r 

r 
F 

Fall  
(Septem

ber-N
ovem

ber) 
___M

agnifcent frigatebird 
r 

___B
lack-bellied w

histling-duck 
r 

r 
r 

r 
W

 
W

inter  
(D

ecem
ber-February) 

___D
ouble-crested corm

orant + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___Snow

 goose 
r 

___A
nhinga + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___C
anada goose 

r 
IN

D
EX

 
H

E
R

O
N

S
, E

G
R

E
TS

, E
TC

... 
___E

gyptian goose  
r 

r 
r 

r 
c -- C

om
m

on (present in the proper habitat and 
___A

m
erican bittern 

f 
r 

f 
f 

___W
ood duck + 

u 
u 

u 
u 

season) 
___L

east bittern + 
f 

f 
f 

f 
___G

reen-w
inged teal 

u 
u 

u 
f -- Fairly com

m
on (often present in the proper 

___G
reat blue heron + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___M
ottled duck + 

f 
f 

f 
f 

habitat and season) 
___G

reat egret + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___M

allard 
r 

u -- U
ncom

m
on (occasionally present in proper 

___Snow
y egret + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___N
orthern pintail 

r 
r 

r 
habitat and season) 

___L
ittle blue heron + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___B
lue-w

inged teal 
f 

r 
f 

f 
r -- R

are (seldom
 present in suitable habitat; few

 
___Tricolored heron + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___N
orthern shoveler 

r 
records) 

___R
eddish egret 

r 
r 

r 
r 

___G
adw

all 
___C

attle egret + 
f 

f 
f 

f 
___A

m
erican w

igeon 
r 

E
ach species w

as indexed according to its 
___G

reen heron + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___C

anvasback 
abundance in the Preserve, not on its likelihood of 

___B
lack-crow

ned night-heron + 
f 

u 
f 

f 
___R

edhead 
being observed. T

he species having no inform
ation 

___Yellow
-crow

ned night-heron + 
u 

u 
u 

u 
___R

ing-necked duck
 r

 r
 f 

in the index have never been docum
ented 

(confrm
ed) in the Preserve, although suitable 

habitat is present and B
ig C

ypress lies w
ithin their 

range. 

B
R

EED
IN

G
 STA

TU
S 

+ 
K

now
n to breed in the Preserve 

? 
B

reeding status unknow
n 

E
 

E
xtinct 

* 
E

xotic species

B
ird

s o
f B

ig
 C

yp
ress N

atio
n

al Preserve 
To

p
 R

o
w

 --lim
pkin, red-cockaded w

oodpecker, eastern 
bluebird 
B

o
tto

m
 R

o
w

 --black-necked stilt, sandhill crane, anhinga 

B
ir

d
s 

o
f 

th
e 

Sw
am

p
...

 
B

ir
d 

w
at

ch
in

g 
is

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 P

re
se

rv
e’

s 
pr

in
ci

pa
l 

at
tr

ac
tio

ns
. V

eg
et

at
io

n 
ty

pe
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

cy
pr

es
s 

st
ra

nd
s,

 h
ar

dw
oo

d 
ha

m
m

oc
ks

, o
ld

-g
ro

w
th

 
pi

ne
la

nd
s,

 s
aw

gr
as

s 
pr

ai
ri

es
, a

nd
 m

an
gr

ov
e 

fo
re

st
s 

su
pp

or
t a

 w
on

de
rf

ul
 a

rr
ay

 o
f b

ir
d 

di
ve

rs
ity

. T
hi

s 
is

 il
lu

st
ra

te
d 

by
 th

e 
20

7 
sp

ec
ie

s 
of

 b
ir

ds
 o

bs
er

ve
d 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
Pr

es
er

ve
 b

ou
nd

ar
ie

s.
 

T
he

 B
ig

 C
yp

re
ss

 b
ir

d 
ch

ec
kl

is
t h

as
  t

w
o 

pr
im

ar
y 

fu
nc

tio
ns

: 1
) t

o 
in

fo
rm

 v
is

ito
rs

 o
f t

he
 p

re
se

nc
e 

an
d 

ab
un

da
nc

e 
of

 b
ir

d 
sp

ec
ie

s 
in

 th
e 

Pr
es

er
ve

 a
nd

 2
) t

o 
as

si
st

 th
e 

w
ild

lif
e 

te
am

 in
 u

pd
at

in
g 

th
e 

lis
t  

th
ro

ug
h 

vi
si

to
r 

ob
se

rv
at

io
ns

. T
he

re
fo

re
, i

f y
ou

 s
ee

 a
ny

 
un

us
ua

l b
ir

ds
 (t

ho
se

 li
st

ed
 a

s 
ra

re
 o

r 
no

t l
is

te
d 

at
 

al
l)

, p
le

as
e 

ad
vi

se
 P

re
se

rv
e 

st
af

 a
t t

he
 v

is
ito

r 
ce

nt
er

 
an

d 
fl

l o
ut

 a
 w

ild
lif

e 
ob

se
rv

at
io

n 
ca

rd
, o

r 
w

ri
te

 to
: 

B
ig

 C
yp

re
ss

 N
at

io
n

al
 P

re
se

rv
e 

A
tt

en
ti

on
: W

ild
li

fe
 B

io
lo

gi
st

 
33

10
0 

Ta
m

ia
m

i T
ra

il
 E

as
t 

O
ch

op
ee

, F
L

 3
41

41
 

Pl
ea

se
 b

e 
as

 s
pe

ci
fc

 a
s 

po
ss

ib
le

. Y
ou

r 
re

po
rt

ed
 

ob
se

rv
at

io
ns

 a
re

 im
po

rt
an

t a
nd

 a
pp

re
ci

at
ed

. 

R
ec

o
m

m
en

d
ed

 B
ir

d
in

g
 S

it
es

 
W

ith
in

 th
e 

Pr
es

er
ve

 L
oo

p 
R

oa
d,

 K
ir

by
 S

to
rt

er
 T

ra
il,

 
Tu

rn
er

 R
iv

er
 R

oa
d,

 W
ag

on
w

he
el

 R
oa

d,
 B

ir
do

n 
R

oa
d,

 a
nd

 th
e 

Fl
or

id
a 

N
at

io
na

l S
ce

ni
c 

 T
ra

il 
ar

e 
id

ea
l b

ir
di

ng
 a

re
as

. S
ee

 th
e 

B
ig

 C
yp

re
ss

 N
at

io
na

l 
Pr

es
er

ve
 b

ro
ch

ur
e 

fo
r 

lo
ca

tio
ns

. 

B
ir

d
in

g
 E

th
ic

s 
• 

B
e 

ca
re

fu
l n

ot
 to

 d
is

tu
rb

 n
es

tin
g 

bi
rd

s.
 E

gg
s 

or
 c

hi
ck

s 
le

ft
 u

na
tt

en
de

d 
ar

e 
vu

ln
er

ab
le

 to
 

ex
tr

em
e 

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

s 
or

 p
re

da
to

rs
. 

• 
A

vo
id

 d
is

ru
pt

in
g 

th
e 

 n
at

ur
al

 b
eh

av
io

r 
of

 
bi

rd
s.

 A
lth

ou
gh

 a
n 

is
ol

at
ed

 d
is

tu
rb

an
ce

 m
ay

 
no

t b
e 

ha
rm

fu
l t

o 
an

 in
di

vi
du

al
’s

 s
ur

vi
va

l, 
cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
in

ci
de

nt
s 

fr
om

 o
th

er
 v

is
ito

rs
 m

ay
 b

e 
de

tr
im

en
ta

l. 
• 

B
e 

ex
tr

em
el

y 
ca

ut
io

us
 a

nd
 c

ou
rt

eo
us

 w
he

n 
ro

ad
si

de
 b

ir
di

ng
; b

e 
su

re
 to

 p
ul

l e
nt

ir
el

y 
of

 th
e 

ro
ad

 w
he

n 
ob

se
rv

in
g 

w
ild

lif
e 

an
d 

to
 a

lw
ay

s 
be

 
aw

ar
e 

of
 o

th
er

 m
ot

or
is

ts
. 

G
re

at
 F

lo
ri

d
a 

B
ir

d
in

g
 T

ra
il.

.. 
T

he
 G

re
at

 F
lo

ri
da

 B
ir

di
ng

 T
ra

il 
is

 a
 c

ol
le

ct
io

n 
of

 4
45

 
si

te
s 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 F

lo
ri

da
 s

el
ec

te
d 

fo
r 

th
ei

r 
ex

ce
lle

nt
 

bi
rd

w
at

ch
in

g 
or

 b
ir

d 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

. T
hi

s 
2,

00
0-

m
ile

, s
el

f-
gu

id
ed

 h
ig

hw
ay

 tr
ai

l i
s 

de
si

gn
ed

 
to

 c
on

se
rv

e 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

e 
Fl

or
id

a’
s 

bi
rd

 h
ab

ita
t b

y 
pr

om
ot

in
g 

bi
rd

w
at

ch
in

g 
ac

tiv
iti

es
, c

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
ec

on
om

ic
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
. 

L
oo

k 
fo

r 
si

gn
s 

al
on

g 
ro

ad
w

ay
s 

w
ith

 th
is

 s
ym

bo
l t

ha
t i

de
nt

if
y 

th
e 

tr
ai

l. 
L

ea
rn

 m
or

e 
at

: 
w

w
w

.f
or

id
ab

ir
di

ng
tr

ai
l.c

om
 

W
at

ch
in

g
 w

ild
lif

e 
th

e 
re

sp
o

n
si

b
le

 w
ay

...
 

T
h

e 
th

ri
ll

 o
f w

at
ch

in
g 

a 
w

ild
 a

n
im

al
 in

 
it

s 
n

at
iv

e 
su

rr
ou

n
d

in
gs

 is
 s

pe
ct

ac
ul

ar
 

an
d

 a
w

e 
in

sp
ir

in
g.

 W
h

ile
 v

is
it

in
g 

B
ig

 
C

yp
re

ss
 N

at
io

n
al

 P
re

se
rv

e,
 o

r 
an

y 
ot

h
er

 
n

at
ur

al
 a

re
a,

 r
em

em
be

r:
 

• 
N

ev
er

 fe
ed

 w
ild

li
fe

. 
• 

V
ie

w
 w

ild
li

fe
 w

it
h

 r
es

pe
ct

.  
• 

A
ll

 w
ild

li
fe

 is
 w

ild
 a

n
d

 u
n

pr
ed

ic
ta

bl
e.

 
St

ay
 a

 s
af

e 
d

is
ta

n
ce

 fr
om

 a
ny

 w
ild

 
an

im
al

 —
15

 fe
et

 is
 r

ec
om

m
en

de
d

. 
• 

A
ll

 p
la

n
ts

 a
n

d
 a

n
im

al
s 

w
it

h
in

 
n

at
io

n
al

 p
ar

k 
ar

ea
s 

ar
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d
, 

it
 is

 il
le

ga
l t

o 
co

ll
ec

t a
ny

 w
ild

li
fe

 
w

it
h

ou
t s

pe
ci

al
 p

er
m

it
s.

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

    
            

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                           
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        SP  
S 

F 
W

        SP  
S 

F 
W

        SP  
S 

F 
W

 

___B
lack-bellied plover 

___G
reat horned ow

l + 
u 

u 
u 

u 
W

A
TE

R
FO

W
L, co

n
t... 

___W
ilson’s plover ? 

u 
u 

u 
u 

___B
arred ow

l + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___L

esser scaup 
r 

___Sem
ipalm

ated plover 
u 

u 
u 

G
O

A
TS

U
C

K
E
R

S
 

___C
om

m
on goldeneye+ 

r 
r 

r 
___Piping plover 

r 
r 

r 
___C

om
m

on nighthaw
k + 

c 
c 

c 
___B

uf
ehead 

___K
illdeer + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___W
hip-poor-w

ill 
u 

u 
u 

___H
ooded m

erganser 
u 

u 
u 

___B
lack-necked stilt + 

u 
u 

u 
u 

___C
huck-w

ill’s-w
idow

 + 
c 

c 
c 

r 
___C

om
m

on m
erganser 

___A
m

erican avocet 
S
W

IFTS
 

___R
ed-breasted m

erganser 
u 

u 
u 

___G
reater yellow

legs 
f 

f 
f 

___C
him

ney sw
ift + 

r 
r 

r 
___R

uddy duck 
___L

esser yellow
legs 

u 
u 

u 
H

U
M

M
IN

G
B

IR
D

S
 

___*M
uscovy duck 

r 
r 

r 
r 

___Solitary sandpiper 
r 

r 
r 

r 
___R

uby-throated hum
m

ingbird + 
u 

r 
u 

r 
H

A
W

K
S
 &

 A
LLIE

S
 

___W
illet 

K
IN

G
FIS

H
E
R

S
 

___O
sprey + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___Spotted sandpiper 
u 

u 
u 

___B
elted kingfsher 

c 
r 

c 
c 

___Sw
allow

-tailed kite + 
f 

f 
u 

r 
___W

him
brel 

W
O

O
D

P
E
C

K
E
R

S
 

___W
hite-tailed kite + 

r 
r 

r 
r 

___M
arbled godw

it 
___Ivory-billed w

oodpecker E
 

___Snail kite + 
u 

u 
u 

u 
___Sem

ipalm
ated sandpiper 

___R
ed-headed w

oodpecker 
r 

___M
ississippi kite 

___W
estern sandpiper 

u 
u 

u 
___R

ed-bellied w
oodpecker + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___B
ald eagle + 

u 
u 

u 
u 

___L
east sandpiper 

u 
u 

u 
___Yellow

-bellied sapsucker 
u 

u 
u 

___G
olden eagle 

r 
___W

hite-rum
ped sandpiper 

___D
ow

ny w
oodpecker + 

f 
f 

f 
f 

___N
orthern harrier 

u 
u 

u 
___D

unlin 
___H

airy w
oodpecker + 

r 
r 

r 
r 

___Sharp-shinned haw
k 

u 
u 

u 
___Short-billed dow

itcher 
___R

ed-cockaded w
oodpecker + 

f 
f 

f 
f 

___C
ooper’s haw

k 
r 

r 
r 

___L
ong-billed dow

itcher 
___N

orthern ficker + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___R

ed-shouldered haw
k + 

c 
c 

c 
c 

___W
ilson’s snipe 

f 
f 

f 
___Pileated w

oodpecker + 
f 

f 
f 

f 
___B

road-w
inged haw

k 
r 

r 
r 

___A
m

erican w
oodcock 

r 
r 

FLY
C

A
TC

H
E
R

S
 

___Short-tailed haw
k + 

u 
u 

u 
u 

___W
ilson’s phalarope 

___E
astern w

ood-pew
ee 

___R
ed-tailed haw

k + 
u 

u 
u 

u 
G

U
LLS

, TE
R

N
S
, E

TC
... 

___Yellow
-bellied fycatcher 

___R
ough-legged haw

k 
r 

___L
aughing gull 

r 
r 

r 
r 

___A
cadian fycatcher 

___C
rested caracara 

r 
r 

___R
ing-billed gull 

r 
___A

lder fycatcher 
___A

m
erican kestrel 

f 
f 

c 
___H

erring gull 
___W

illow
 fycatcher 

___M
erlin 

r 
r 

r 
___G

ull-billed tern 
___L

east fycatcher 
___Peregrine falcon 

r 
r 

r 
___C

aspian tern 
r 

r 
r 

___E
astern phoebe 

f 
f 

f 
f 

TU
R

K
E
Y

 &
 Q

U
A

IL 
___R

oyal tern 
r 

r 
r 

r 
___G

reat crested fycatcher + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___W
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on grackle + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
M

IM
IC

 TH
R

U
S
H

E
S
 

___C
om

m
on yellow

throat + 
c 

c 
c 

c 
___B
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