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Owl Limpet (Lottia giganteq)

S | These are the largest of
- .| the Pacific Coast true
L e | limpets, growing up to 4
4 39:3 in. Most specimens are
Bl 2 in. with alumpy, low
B profile shell mottled
Y white, brown, and
.They graze on Ulva and return to
the exact same spot after foraging. Owl
limpetis considered a delicacy in Baja
California.

Kellet's Whelk(Kelletia kelletii)

The shell of the Kellet’s
Whelkis tan to white and
canreachup to éin.in
length. This speciesis

@ subiittoral (meaning that it [

| livesdeeperthan the
i z
nd in shallow

frequently be fou
water at low tide. The eggs of the
Kellet's Whelk are cream in color
and usually found linedup ina
single file.

Keyhole Limpet (Megathura crenulata)

Found on rock surfaces
in the low- intertidal,
these limpetshave a
small shell under their
fleshy colored mantle
endingin a large oval

L 1 'keyhole”. Their mantle
canrange In color from tan, brown,
and black. The keyhole at the apex of
theirshellis used to bothrespire and
excrete waste.

Black Turban Snail (Tequla funebralis)

L] Found in the high
and mid-intertfidal,
Tegula often form
clustersin crevices or
on sides of rocks.
They are 1 to 1.5in.in
: height and deep
purple-blackin color. They feed on
microscopic algae and seaweeds.
Empty Tegula shells are also a favorite
home for hermit crabs.

Intertidal Safety Tips

+ Remember you are entering a
federally protected areq, taking
of any kind is against the law.

+ Only explore in designated
areas. Please stick to the path
and heed frail warnings.

+ Be respectful of the critters who
live here, avoid disturbing their
homes, and only fouch with two
fingers.

+ Waves and algae can make the
area extremely slippery. Wear
sturdy shoes and step with
caution.

+ Be aware of the incoming tide.
Do not turn your back to the
waves and make sure that you
can alwaysreach dry land.

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

Cabrillo National
Monument Intertidal Guide

Name:

Contact the park for more information:
(http://www.nps.gov/cabr)


https://www.nps.gov/cabr
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Shore Crab (Pachygrapsus crassipes)

| Shore crabs are

%] commonly foundin
crevicesin the mid-to
highintertidal. The have
| a small, square-shaped
| body roughly 2 in. wide
| and are green orredin

' ==l coloration. They will
move qmckly sideways to avoid predators

but will *battle” when threatened. They
consume plant material and other forms
of deftritus.

Globose Kelp Crab (Taliepus nuttalli)

Globose Kelp Crabs

are deep purple to

reddish brownin color

| and can reach nearly

ft.insize. Though they

8§ can be found swept
into the intertidal, these

d crabs normally live

In the kelp forest adjacent to the

fidepools. You will often find them
crawling around and eating the Giant
Kelp, Macrocystis pyrifera.

Spiny Lobster (Panulirus interruptus)

Though largerlobsters
- | are found mostly

| offshore, juvenile

4| lobsters can sometimes
be found in the
seagrass beds of the
interfidal. Lobsters are
—1 nocturnal and feed on
urchms or other animalremains. Due to
theircommercialimportance, they are
illegal to take under a certain size and
without a permit.

Sea Urchin (Strongylocentrotus purpuratus)

Knobby Sea Star (Pisaster giganteus)

— | Knobby sea stars can

| be found in the lower
intertidal stuck firmly
to rocks with their
suction cup tube feet.
W] They are distinguished
el by the bright blue

. circles around their

knobby splnes Sea stars feed on urchins
by covering them with theirlong arms,
pushing their stomachs out of their bodies,
and digesting the animal externally.

Bat Star(Patiria miniata)

N Purple sea urchins
range between 2 and
4in.in diameter.
Along with their spines,
they have smalltube
feet that help them
move around or stick
torocks. They are
voracious predators and feed
frequently on Giant Kelp. When the
urchin’s predators are removed from an
ecosystem, they can run rampant and
form urchin barrens.

" Bat starsin the

hdepools are mostly small, ranging from
1 o 3in.in diameter and found on the
underside of rocks or in sandy areas.

Banded Brittle Star (Ophionereis annulata)

Brittle stars belongto a
different group than the
sea stars. Their primary
differenceis that they
have brittle segmented
arms that allow them
more mobility that their
sea star cousins. Brittle stars are often
found under boulders or in kelp holdfasts
as they do not like being in the sunlight.

Anemone (Anthopleura zola)

The solitary sea
anemone is the largest
of the S. California
anemones. They can
reach a diameter of up
to 10in., but are often 3
to 5in.and are light
1 greenin color. Their
coloro’rlon comes from the symbiotic
algae that livein them. Anemone catch
their prey using stinging cells called
nematocysts.
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