What Can We Learn from Skulls?
Have you ever been walking in the woods or along a trail and found a skull lying on the ground?  It’s always an exciting experience and brings lots of questions with the discovery.  Your questions maybe start like this: WOW- I wonder what animal this skull came from? Or, is there anyway to tell from this skull the NICHE of this animal?

(NICHE is how this animal was able to survive: was it a hunter(PREDATOR) or was it hunted (PREY).

There are many things you can learn from a skull. 

DID YOU KNOW-You can tell if an animal is a hunter or the hunted by looking at its eye sockets?

DID YOU KNOW-You can tell what an animal eats by it’s teeth?

DID YOU KNOW-You can tell what kind of animal it is by looking at the shape of its skull?

SO-LET’S LOOK AT SOME SKULLS AND SEE WHAT WE CAN FIND OUT
BLACK- GRIZZLY  BEAR           WOLVERINE

COYOTE-WOLF                         RABBIT

MOUNTAIN LION                    MOLE

BEAVER
STUDENT WORKSHEETS FOR SKULL IDENTIFICATION
Working with each skull individually, you and your partners are to answer each of the following questions concerning each skull.
1.  Which lettered skull are you working with?
A    B    C    D    E    F    G    H    I    J    (circle one)

2.  Based on eye socket placement can you determine
 whether your skull represents a:

 Carnivore     Herbivore     Omnivore     Insectivore

3.  How would you describe the following kinds of teeth and what are each used for?
Canine-

Incisors-

Molars-
4.  Based upon your observations and the definitions you
 wrote down of question number 3 is your skull a:

   Carnivore  Herbivore  Omnivore  Insectivore (circle one)
 Predator or Prey (circle one)
5.  Using the two choice (dichotomous) key, what animal does this skull represent?

HEY – you did it! Now get another skull from the box and see if you can have more success with its identification. By the time you are done with all the skulls you will be an expert!

