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makwa (Black bear)

Here you see noozhe-makwa (sow) and makoons (cub)
together. Black bear cubs will stay with their mother for
about a year and half. During this time young bears learn
what to eat and how to stay safe while they grow.

Black bears are the only type of bear in Minnesota. They
usually live in the upper third of the state in forests and
swamps. They can also be seen in farming areas because
they like to eat corn, apples, and other crops. Bears are
omnivores like us, eating all kinds of food, like berries, nuts,
grass, and ants. They are also very good hunters that prey
on moose calves and deer fawns that are too young to run
fast and get away.

Bears hibernate in a den during winter from November or
December to March or April. Females go into dens first and
those with cubs come out latest when there is most likely
to be food for the five-to-six pound cubs that were born
in the den. Next winter, when they are a year old, the cubs
will hibernate with their mother. Imagine sleeping in a den
with your mother, brother, and sister!
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