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Of Minong (2005) is a series of musical meditations on aspects of Isle Royale National Park. Surrounded by
the waters of northern Lake Superior, this island wilderness has been the source of inspiration for uncountable
numbers of artists, especially since the National Park Service hosts a series of artists in residence on the island
each summer. Of Minong is the result of my residency in the summer of 2005. The first movement,
“Awakening and Reflections,” explores two images: (1) a very still early morning by Washington Creek as the
white-throated sparrow breaks the silence and is gradually joined by other natural sounds, and (2) observations
of sunlight dancing on the waves and ripples of Lake Superior. The second movement, In sepulcro aquoso, is
inspired by the numerous shipwrecks that surround the island, especially the wreck of the tourist liner America
that lies just below the surface in a channel on the west end of the island. While there were no humans lost
when that ship sank, the lone fatality was a dog named Spike, whose owners had left him tied to the ship’s
stern. The middle section of the movement includes references to Spike in the form of distant whimpers from
the solo cello. The title of movement three refers to Windigo, a fearsome mythical beast that, in native
traditions, roamed the north woods eating human flesh. Windigo is also a village on the southwestern end of
the Isle Royale, off which the vicious waters and rocks have eaten many a ship. Of Minong was composed for
the Fort Dodge Area Symphony and soloists, Amy Saxton Wiggs and Steven Wiggs. It received its premiere in
October 2005.

-Eric L. Mclntyre

Instrumentation

solo flute

solo cello

2 flutes (both double piccolo)
1 oboe

2 clarinets in B-flat and A

2 bassoons

2 horns in F

2 trumpets in B-flat

3 trombones

2 percussionists
bass drum, suspended cymbal, glockenspiel,
tam-tam, tom-toms, woodblock

strings

Duration: c. 33 minutes



Composed for Amy Saxton Wiggs, Steven Wiggs, and the Fort Dodge Area Symphony

Of Minong

Dedicated to Isle Royale National Park and the people protect it.
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