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We hope that the world will not narrow into a

neighborhood before it has broadened into
a brotherhood. - L.B.J.

1he Making of a Memoriai

“This strip of land will aiways be a special
place for me...It appears at the moment when
you come over a rise and look down into the
Potomac Vailey and see the capital spread out
with its great monuments - the Lincoln and
Jefferson memorials, the towering
Washington Monument, and sweeping on to
the gleaming dome of the Capitol. The years
never diminished the feeling of pride and
elation we felt in those beautiful buildings that
belong to all of us.” Lady Bird Johnson,
shared these sentiments on April 6, 1976 at
the dedication of the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Memorial Grove.

The idea for a Memorial had its beginnings in
1973, following the death of Lyndon B.
Johnson. His friends and colleagues wanted a
fitting memorial to the man—a tribute that
would recall his love of the land, and
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Nation’s environment. Buﬂt with private
funds, this project gained support from people
all across the country. In Oregon, school
children raised cash with a bake sale, and in
New Jersey a third-grade class gave money
earned through yard work.

The Memorial is located in Lady Bird
Johnson Park, a Potomac River island in
Washington, D.C. In 1968, the island was
renamed in Mrs. Johnson’s honor for her role
n beautifying the Nation’s Capital, Later, 17
acres from this park were set aside for the
L.BJ Memorial Grove. The Grove committes,
with Mrs. Johnson as Honorary Chair and
more than 70 other men and women, planned
this memorial as a different sort of tribute. It
would be a living place where people could

enjoy the pleasures and beauties of nature, not
a great stone building or a bronze or marble
statue.

The grove designed by Meade Palmer, a
Virginia landscape architect, consists of two
parts. The first area, commemorative in
nature, is a granite monolith surrounded by a
serpentine pattern of walks and trails. The
second area a grass meadow, provides a
tranquil refuge for reflection and rejuvenation
of tha cpirie Tha trajle are chadad hiea arove
of hundreds of white pine and dogwood trees,
and framed by azaleas and rhododendron.
Thousands of perennials and spring bulbs
bloom in season: and rustic benches are
scattered through the grove.

The focal point of the grove is a tall, rugged
block of sunset red zgranite, selected 1o
symbolize the energy and personality of a
dynamic man. The monolith stands 19 feet
high and weighs 43 tons. It was quarried in
Texas just 35 miles from the LBJ Ranch.
Spaced around the plaza surrounding the
stone, four granite tablets bear quotations
from speeches of Lyndon B. Johnson. These
quotations express his philosophy on the
quality of the environment, education, civil
rights, and the Presidency.



future generations of visitors,

Environment: “All my life | have drawn sustenance
from the rivers and {from the hills of my native suate.
....Iwant no less for all the children of America
than what | was privileged to have as a boy.”

Educatiom: *| believe that every boy and girl in this
great land hias a right to all the education he or she can
use... lintend to work to make this right a reality.”

Civil Rights: “The promise of America is a simple
promise: Every person shall share in the blessings
of this land.”

The Presidency: “1 hope it may be said a hundred

vears from nosw, that by working together we helped
to make our country more Just for all its people . . .
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ranite tablets, surrounding the monolith, preserve Lyndon B, Johnson’s philosophy for

T The Johmsen Admmistrauen added 3.6 milion
acres of taud 1o the Nationai Park System, Including
Redwood Natonal Park, Arches Natonal Monument and

nany others.

SApr 11 193, President Johnson signed the Prumary and
Secendary Education Bill into faw winde sttong beside his
[irst grade leacher. This bill greaidy mereased federa] aid o
public educaion.

S 1904 Crvit [ughes Badl, many people comsider his
contributions o equal vights in the United States lus
greatest accomplishment.

“November 1963 to January 1969 President of the ULS.
Vice Presudent Johnson became President following the
assassmation of President John F. Kennedy. Elecied in 1964,
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Lyndon Baines Johnson

Born: Stonewall, Texas, August 27, 1908
Edueated:  Graduated from Southwest Texas

State Teachers College 1930
Married: Claudia (Lady Bird) Taylor 1934
Died: January 22, 1973

Memorial Statistics

Dedicated:  April 6, 1976

Architect: Meade Palmar

Seulptor: Harold C. Vogel

Total acres: 17

Plantings: white pine, azaleas, rhedodendron, perenmals
Monolith: Material: granite, quarried in Texas

Height: 19 feet
Weight: 43 tons

Age: The Dept. of Geological Sciences at the University of Texas

estimaies that it 15 mere than a billion years old.

Location: The Grove is located in Lady Bird Johnson Park on the George Washington Memornal Parkway
between -395 and Arlington Memorial Bridge. The site is also accessible from Boundary Channel Drive near
the Pentagon and the Mount Vernon Trail. For more information call 703-289-2500 or www.nps.gov/gwnip

Related Sites:
The Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Aushn, Texas

Lyndon Baines Johnson National Historical Park
.0, Bax 329
Johnson City, Texas 78636

Lyndon Baines Johnson Sute Historical Park
P, Box 238 Stonewall, Texas 78071

Superintenders
George Washingion Memonal Packvoay
efo Turkey Run Park, Mclean, VA 22140]


www.nps,gov/gwmp

