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PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT

Researching in the Cherokee removal documents at the National Archives in Washington D.C. is an ongoing project of the Oklahoma Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association. Our research team has completed four trips to the National Archives in order to examine, study, copy, and eliminate documents that are not relevant in our quest for information pertaining to the Cherokee removal.

The research team began the project in June, 2006, and made subsequent trips to the National Archives in June, 2007, July, 2008, and August, 2009. In our examination of the documents of the Cherokee removal, we search for records and correspondence with regard to the round-up of the Cherokees, the forts, the internment camps, the detachments, and the emigration on the Trail of Tears. In addition, we regard the arrival of the Cherokee detachments in the west and information relating to the subsistence depots to be of equal importance in the complete removal process.

Our team is pleased with our overall research progress that has been beneficial for other

researchers of the Indian removal.

Our objective during this four year process has been to explore and accumulate additional Cherokee removal data that will provide a significant collection of research material and further enhance opportunities for scholars interested in the removal of the Five Civilized Tribes from the southeast. Of utmost importance is the Oklahoma Chapter Research Team’s ability to assist the various state chapters of the Trail of Tears Association and the National Park Service.
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RESEARCH TRIP AUGUST 3-8, 2009


The Oklahoma Chapter of the TOTA research team, Jack D. Baker, Curtis Rohr, Ed and Gwen Henshaw, and Marybelle Chase, traveled to the National Archives in downtown Washington D.C. August 3-8, 2009, to continue researching in Cherokee removal documents and records. The research team had researched in Record Group 217, Settled Indian Accounts, United States Treasury records during the research trips for the years 2006, 2007, 2008, and during our trip in 2009, we spent an additional two hours completing Record Group 217. We determined that we had finished examining the documents in Record Group 217 and decided that we would investigate the accounts and reports in Record Group 75, Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


The two sets of records that we researched in Record Group 75 were Indian Removal—Cherokee Removal Records, Entry 223, and Records of the Commissary General of Subsistence, Entry 201. We used our finding aid Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Volume I (Record Group 75) compiled by Edward E. Hill that was published by the National Archives and Records Service in 1965 to discover what the collection contained before we left for Washington. The finding aid listed the records that are in the collection, the number of feet or volumes in the particular set of records that we would request for examination. In addition we consulted with two persons of the Archives staff, one a staff specialist for Record Group 75, and another person specializing in military records that cover the Commissary General of Subsistence and the records of General Winfield Scott. Both specialists used the Archives finding aids in order to assist the research team. The research team did not use the Archives finding aids.
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Other Record Group 75 documents that we researched were Cherokee Agency in Tennessee, Correspondence and Other Records, 1798-1838, Entry 1041; and Letter Books of Superintendent of Emigration and Cherokee Agency 1831-1839, Entry 1043. We searched through five other sets of records in Record Group 75 – Entry 220, Entry 232, Entry 239, Entry 247, Entry 676, and did not find research documents for our purposes worthy of copying. In addition, some of the Provision Books, 1833-81 from Record Group 192, Commissaries General of Subsistence, 1818-1912 were inspected.
 Gwen Henshaw performed the duty of photocopying and Ed Henshaw used a digital camera to photograph records from heavy, oversize volumes that could not be scanned. Marybelle Chase and Gwen Henshaw digitized some documents from microfilm to CDs. An inventory of the documents that were examined is enclosed with this report.
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RESEARCH PROJECT RESULTS
While the Oklahoma Chapter research team was not successful in discovering new information with reference to the detachments, the removal Trail, or the subsistence depots, we did investigate and thus eliminate numerous research possibilities. Consequently, we did not produce many photocopies of the documents.

Some documents that we located include a twenty-two page list of emigrating Cherokees receiving supplies at the agency (Charleston, Tennessee) dated July, 1838 located in Record Group 75, Entry 1041; numerous physicians’ reports of disease and deaths at encampments that include Mouse Creek, Cherokee Agency, Camp Ross, Fort Payne, Chadala, Rattlesnake Springs, and Fort Cass, all for the month of August, 1838 located in Special Files of the Office of Indian Affairs-Special File 249-Microcopy No. 574-Roll 69; and an Abstract of Provisions issued by Nathaniel Smith, Superintendent of Cherokee Removal, to the emigrating Cherokees for the year 1838 located in Record Group 192, Entry 36.

There are two sets of records that we did not have the time to research, and these are Record Group 107—Records of the Office of the Secretary of War and Record Group 92—Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General 1818-1870. The research team does not know how many entry numbers are involved in Record Group 107 and Record Group 92. The latter is on microfilm and includes sixty-one rolls. However; there are oversized, fragile books of the quartermaster general in Record Group 92 that were not on microfilm and were examined by the team who made six copies. The National Archives has a policy that is strictly enforced and that is when a record group has been microfilmed, researchers are required to look at the 
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microfilm and cannot research in the original records. We, as researchers, find that it is more expedient and convenient to research in original records instead of the microfilm.


If the research team returns to the National Archives next year to continue our research, we intend to avail ourselves of as many finding aids as possible to locate other significant and valuable removal records. 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Inventory of files examined and files copied—August 3-8, 2009

Oklahoma Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association

Prepared by Marybelle Chase

Record Group 75 – Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs

Entry 201 – Records of the Commissary General of Subsistence – 16 boxes – (no copies

        made)

Box 1 – Cherokee (contains correspondence of little or no value)

Box 2 – Primarily Pottawattomie


Box 3 – Choctaw


Box 4 – Choctaw


Box 5 – Choctaw


Box 6 – Choctaw


Box 7 – Choctaw


Box 8 – Creeks, Quapaws, Seminoles


Box 9 – Creeks


Box 10 – Miscellaneous


Box 11 – Seminoles


Box 12 – Senecas, Ohio, Shawnee, Ottawas


Box 13 -- Pottawattomie


Box 14 – Quapaws


Box 15 – Kickapoos, Seminoles, Pottawattomie


Box 16 – Western Superintendent Emigration
Entry 220 – Emigration Rolls 1817-1838 – 8 boxes (no copies made)
Entry 223 – Cherokee Removal Records, First Board “Letters Sent” 1836-1839 – 1 box

                    (copies made)

Entry 232 – Records First Board Decisions on Spoliation Claims 1838 – 2 boxes  


        (no copies made)

Entry 239 – Letters Sent 1842-1845 – 3 boxes (no copies made)


Entry 247 – Register of Payments 1837-1845 – 3 Boxes (no copies made)
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Entry 676 – Census Rolls 1835-69 – Contained only Eastern Cherokee Swetland Roll


                    (no copies made)


Entry 1041 – Cherokee Agency in Tennessee, Correspondence and Other Records 1798-


                      1838



Box 17 – Supplies made to emigrating Cherokees at the Agency July 1838



                (Charleston, Tennessee) (copies made)



Box 18 –  1800-01 (no copies made)



Box 19 –  1806-1809 (no copies made)


Entry 1043 – Letter Books of Superintendent of Emigration and Cherokee Agency 1831-


          1839 – 1 box (copies made)


Special Files of the Office of Indian Affairs – Special File 249 – Microcopy No. 574 –


          Roll 69

Journal of Occurrences – Lt. Edw. Deas – Deas accompanied a party of Cherokees from Waterloo, Ala. By steamboat on April 6, 1838 to west of the Mississippi and arrived there May 1, 1838 (scanned from microfilm to CD)

Journal of Occurrences – Lt. Edw. Deas – Deas accompanied a party of Cherokees from Ross’ Landing June 6, 1838 to Fort Coffee, arriving there June 23, 1838 (scanned from microfilm to CD)
Physicians’ reports of disease and deaths at encampments that include Mouse



Creek, Cherokee Agency, Camp Ross, Fort Payne, Chadala, Rattlesnake Springs,



and Fort Cass for August 1838 (scanned from microfilm to CD)
Record Group 92 – Quartermaster General


Entry 290 – List of Letters Referred to the Quartermaster General, with Abstracts of


                    Of Letters and Answers 1836-1838—1 Vol. Oversized Book 2 ft. X 1/1/2



        ft. (no copies made)


        Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General—Records of Brig. Gen.



        Thomas S. Jessup, 1826-56. List of Letters Sent – 2 boxes (no copies made)
Record Group 94 – General’s Papers

Entry 159 – General John E. Wool – Note: All documents were Civil War Period


                    (no copies made)

7
Record Group 192 – Commissaries General of Subsistence 1818-1912
Entry 36 – Provision Books 1833-81. 19 Vols. – Note: 5 Vols. on cart, looked at 1 Vol. 


      oversize volumes—used digital camera (copies made)
Record Group 217 – Records of the Accounting Officers of the Department of the Treasury


Note: the following boxes were omitted from a requested pull that was made during


the research trip in 2008.


Entry 527 – Settled Indian Accounts 1817-1922 



Box 479 – Choctaw (no copies made)



Box 480 – Choctaw (no copies made)



Box 527 – Osage, Pottawattomie, Delaware, Pawnee, Kickapoo, Omaha,


                  Stockbridge (no copies made)

Record Group 393 – Register of Correspondence of General Winfield Scott


Entry 1475 – Rolls 1 and 2 (scanned from microfilm to CD)
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