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COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials. The various state privacy acts
govern the use of materials that document private individuals, groups, and corporations.

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an individual, group, or
corporation. These specified conditions of authorized use include:

non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, or research, or teaching

criticism, commentary, or news reporting

as a NPS preservation or security copy

as a research copy for deposit in another institution

If a user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of "fair use," the user may be
personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement. This institution's permission
to obtain a photographic, xerographic, digital, or other copy of a document doesn't indicate
permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, distribute, or prepare derivative works
from this document without first obtaining permission from the copyright holder and from any
private individual, group, or corporation shown or otherwise recorded.

Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, sell, or
otherwise distribute the item must be obtained by the user separately in writing from the holder
of the original copyright (or if the creator is dead from his/her heirs) as well as from any
individual(s), groups, or corporations whose name, image, recorded words, or private
information (e.g., employment information) may be reproduced in the source material. The
holder of the original copyright isn't necessarily the National Park Service. The National Park
Service is not legally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement when materials are
wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for "fair use."

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the order is
judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity law.
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HISTORY

Robert Coffey was born August 15, 1895. After graduating from 8th grade, he was hired as an
apprentice surveyor for the Union Pacific Railroad. He worked in Denver and southern
Colorado before enlisting with the Army and serving during World War I with Company D of
the 327 Field Artillery Survey Gunnery in Bordeaux, France.

Following the war, Coffey returned to Colorado and the Union Pacific Railroad. He married
Elva Mae Hutchins, who he had first met in 1916, on October 6, 1919. Their daughter, Elaine,
was born in October 1920. The family moved to Pueblo, Colorado, where Coffey worked for the
Colorado State Highway Department as an Engineer Surveyor. In 1924, he moved to Denver
and began service with the Bureau of Public Roads (later the Public Roads Administration).

In 1928, Coffey was sent to Cody, Wyoming, to begin work on the East Entrance road into
Yellowstone National Park, now the Buffalo Bill Cody Scenic Byway. Two other road projects
were initiated the same year: Norris Junction to Madison Junction and the Grayling Creek
section of the West Gallatin Road (now Highway 191). From the photographs in the album, it
seems likely that Coffey worked on all three projects.

In later years, Coffey worked on roads throughout the Rocky Mountain region, including serving
as Engineer and Chief Surveyor for the Trail Ridge Road (also known as the Beaver Meadow
National Scenic Byway) over the Continental Divide near Estes Park, Colorado. During World
War 11, Coffey helped construct the Alcan Highway (now the Alaska Highway). Post war, he
worked in Mesa Verde and Big Bend National Parks as well as the Southern Division of the
Public Roads Administration, headquartered out of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Following work on
the Pan-American Highway through Mexico, Coffey returned to Yellowstone in 1964, working
on the "Circle 8" project. His last project, before retirement in 1965, was resurveying areas of
the Alaska Highway.

Following retirement, the Coffeys lived in Denver, Colorado. Robert passed away March 8,
1974.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

ROBERT COFFEY PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM
ca. 1924-1928

CATALOG NUMBER YELL 144941
VOLUME 0.2 LF
DESCRIPTION Photograph album and prints taken by Robert Coffey

documenting road surveying and construction around
Yellowstone National Park, circa 1924-1928.

The collection consists of a photograph album and several
loose photographic prints. The album consists of black and
white photographs mounted on black construction paper and
bound with a soft, brown leather cover inscribed with a
poem entitled "Where the West Began" and the words
"Yellowstone Park". The loose images are varied in size,
including a small panorama, and are finished in either black
and white or sepia tones.

The images depict the surveying and construction of several
roads to and into Yellowstone National Park. Except for a
few unidentified geysers, many of the images appear to have
been taken just outside the Park. Although primarily
unlabeled, there are images of roads at both the East
Entrance, including Sylvan Pass, and the West Gallatin
(West Entrance). Construction images include bridge
construction, cutting into a hill, laying gravel, and moving
boulders with heavy equipment. There are numerous
images of the road or surveying crew, including quite a few
images of the surveying team with their instruments. There
are also images of various tent camps, such as the camp on
the West Gallatin, which depict the daily activities of camp
life from laundry to fishing. A number of log cabins shown
have not been identified, but are most likely located outside
the Park, probably in either the Gallatin or Shoshone
National Forests. Of the few labeled images, there are
views of Gallatin Lake, Robert Coffey, and daughter Elaine
Coffey seated on the running board of a U. S. Department of
Agriculture truck.
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Road construction played a significant role in opening the
Park to more visitors in the 1920s and 1930s. This album
depicts how this task was accomplished and what life was
like for those who worked on the project.

The album remains in its original order.
Gift of granddaughter Sharon Gold, 2006.

NO

e Robert Coffey Alaska Highway Construction Photo
Album, 1943 (PCA 525-10), Alaska State Library
Historical Collections (Juneau, Alaska).

e Robert Coffey Papers and Photographs, Estes Park
Museum (Estes Park, Colorado).

Photograph album, ca. 1924-1928
Photographic prints, ca. 1924-1928



